[Managements of open wounds from an earthquake].
To explore the surgical managements of open wounds from 5·12 Wenchuan Earthquake. In this report, fifty one patients with open wounds were treated after transported into West China Hospital from May 12 to 26 in 2008 after 5·12 Wenchuan Earthquake. Among 51 cases, open wounds were due to open fractures (n = 8), fasciotomy (n = 6), exposed bone (n = 8) and defects of skin and soft tissue (n = 29). All cases had wound infections. Sixty operations were performed, including muscle and myocutaneous flap (n = 4), skin grafting (n = 30), NPWT (negative pressure wound therapy) (n = 2) and debridement (n = 24). Four cases of muscle and myocutaneous flaps survived with an excellent blood circulation. And 30 cases of skin grafting had a survival rate of over 90%, 2 cases of NPWT and 24 cases of debridement required further treatment. With adequate surgical managements, open wound healing from an earthquake may be accelerated and the functions maximally preserved.